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(f) Fees. Effective January 1, 2011,
persons registering with NMFS must
pay an annual fee. The annual schedule
for such fees will be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. Indigenous people
engaging in angling or spear fishing
must register, but are not required to
pay a fee.

§600.1415 Procedures for designating
exempted states-general provisions.

(a) States with an exempted state
designation must:

(1) Submit state angler and for-hire
vessel license holder data to NMFS for
inclusion in a national or regional reg-
istry database; or

(2) Participate in regional surveys of
recreational catch and effort and make
the data from those surveys available
to NMFS.

(b) Process for getting an exempted
state designation:

(1) To apply for exempted state des-
ignation, a state must submit:

(i) A complete description of the data
it intends to submit to NMF'S;

(ii) An assessment of how the data
conforms to the requirements of
§§600.1416 or 600. 1417;

(iii) A description of the database in
which the data exists and will be trans-
mitted; and

(iv) The proposed process, schedule
and frequency of submission of the
data.

(2) If NMFS determines the sub-
mitted material meets the require-
ments of §§600.1416 or 600.1417, NMFS
will initiate negotiations with the
state on a Memorandum of Agreement.
The Memorandum of Agreement must
include the terms and conditions of the
data-sharing program. The Memo-
randum of Agreement and state des-
ignation may be limited to data-shar-
ing related to only anglers or only for-
hire fishing vessels.

(3) Following execution of a Memo-
randum of Agreement, NMFS will pub-
lish a notice of the exempted state des-
ignation in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§600.1416 Requirements for exempted
state designation based on submis-
sion of state license holder data.

(a) A state must annually submit to
NMFS, in a format consistent with
NMFS guidelines, the name, address

§600.1416

and, to the extent available in the
state’s database, telephone number and
date of birth of all persons and for-hire
vessels and for-hire vessel operators
who are licensed to fish, or who are
registered as fishing, in the EEZ, in the
tidal waters of the state, or for anad-
romous species. The Memorandum of
Agreement will specify the timetable
for a state to compile and submit com-
plete information on the telephone
numbers and dates of birth for its 1li-
cense holders/registrants. The waters
of the state for which such license-
holder data must be submitted will be
specified in the Memorandum of Agree-
ment.

(b) A state is eligible to be designated
as an exempted state even if its licens-
ing program excludes anglers who are:

(1) Under 16 years of age;

(2) Over age 59 (see §600.1416(d)(1));

(3) Customers on licensed for-hire
vessels;

(4) Customers on state-licensed fish-
ing piers, provided that the pier license
holder provides to the state complete
angler contact information or angler
effort information for users of the pier;

(5) On active military duty while on
furlough; or

(6) Disabled or a disabled Veteran as
defined by the state.

(c) Unless the state can demonstrate
that a given category of anglers is so
small it has no significant probability
of biasing estimates of fishing effort if
these anglers are not included in a rep-
resentative sample, a state may not be
designated as an exempted state if its
licensing program excludes anglers
that meet any of the following condi-
tions:

(1) Fishing on a state-licensed private
vessel;

(2) Fishing from privately-owned
land;

(3) Fishing on a public pier;

(4) Fishing from shore;

(5) Fishing in tidal waters of the
state; or

(6) Fishing as an occupant of a beach
buggy, the operator of which is Ii-
censed or permitted to operate the ve-
hicle on public beaches.

(d) Required enhancements to ex-
empted state license-holder data. An
exempted state must submit the fol-
lowing angler identification data by
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§600.1417

Jan. 1, 2012, or within two years of the
effective date of the Memorandum of
Agreement, whichever islater, and
thereafter in accordance with the
Memorandum of Agreement:

(1) Name, address and telephone num-
ber of excluded anglers over age 59;

(2) Name, address and telephone num-
ber, updated annually, of holders of
state lifetime and multi-year licenses;

(3) Name, address and telephone num-
ber of state combination license hold-
ers who fished in tidal waters in the
prior year, or who intend to fish in
tidal waters. The Memorandum of
Agreement will define the boundaries
of the state’s tidal waters for this pur-
pose.

§600.1417 Requirements for exempted
state designation based on submis-
sion of recreational survey data.

(a) To be designated as an exempted
state based on the state’s participation
in a regional survey of marine and
anadromous recreational fishing catch
and effort, a state may submit to
NMFS a proposal that fully describes
the state’s participation in a qualifying
regional survey, and the survey’s sam-
ple design, data collection and avail-
ability.

(b) A qualifying regional
must:

(1) Include all of the states within
each region as follows:

(i) Maine, New Hampshire, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Georgia and Flor-
ida (Atlantic coast);

(ii) Florida (Gulf of Mexico coast),
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and
Texas;

(iii) Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin
Islands;

(iv) California, Oregon and Wash-
ington;

(v) Alaska;

(vi) Hawaii; or

(vii) American Samoa, Guam and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands.

(2) Utilize angler registry data, or di-
rect field counts to obtain angler ef-
fort, or other appropriate statistical
means to obtain fishing effort;

survey
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(3) Utilize angler registry data to
identify individuals to be surveyed by
telephone, if such regional survey in-
cludes a telephone survey component;
and

(4) Meet NMFS survey design and
data collection standards.
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